Introduction
Results of the rapid plasma reagin (RPR) teardrop card test performed under field conditions was studied during an assessment of yaws in Colombia in the summrer of 1975. At that time, Colombian field workers depended almost exclusively on clinical appearance of test-of-cure with penicillin (1-3 doses) to diagnose yaws. The main purpose of the study was to investigate the value of the RPR teardrop card test in the diagnosis of yaws in remote Colombian villages. The results of this small study are reported here as there have been few published reports giving data on this subject and the RPR teardrop card test is potentially useful for serological investigation in rural areas where yaws is endcmic. There has been an ominous resurgence of yaws in some countries (Hopkins, 1976) . (Buck and Mayer, 1964) . Ashcroft et al. (1965) noted generally greater agreement between the RPR teardrop card test and VDRL tests than between the RPR and Reiter protein complement-fixation test results in a survey of Jamaican patients with yaws. Gan et al. (1973) working in Aruba, found the VDRL more sensitive than the RPR teardrop test, detecting additional syphilitic seroreactors in those whose VDRL titres were usually only 1:1 or 1:2. Buck and Mayer (1964) reported excellent agreement between RPR and FTA-50 tests in sera from patients with syphilis, 'control' subjects, and other Ethiopian patients with lepromatous leprosy, but poor agreement in patients with tuberculoid leprosy and in patients from an area where malaria was hyperendemic.
Our results appear to confirm the value of the RPR teardrop card test for screening patients in whom yaws is suspected. False (Sparling, 1971; World Health Organisation, 1974 (Hopkins, 1976) .
This limited study suggests that the RPR teardrop card test may be used to screen for infectious or potentially infectious yaws patients under field conditions, but that it will not reliably detect all patients with VDRL titres of 1:2 or less or those in whom sera are reactive in the FTA-ABS test. Ideally the RPR teardrop card test should be used in conjunction with a portable darkfield microscope to diagnose yaws in rural areas, perhaps with FTA-ABS tests being performed as necessary on blood specimens collected on filter paper (Hopkins, 1977) .
